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QUESTION: When we pass from this life, do we remain dead until the Day of Judgment, or do we return to the Creator at once? — Bronx, N. Y.

IMAM: There are different views, but I think all of the Muslims agree that Heaven starts in this life. The resurrection of the soul starts in this life and there is a final resurrection that comes at the end of this life.

We should believe, then, that the person who dies in a state of righteousness, or dies the death of a Muslim, will not suffer hell. Whether that person will go immediately to Heaven, or to Paradise as we normally conceive Paradise, I wouldn't say and I don't think any Muslim would say.

All we know is that the Prophet said (peace and blessings be upon him) that one who dies a physical death at the hand of the unrighteous - those who persecute the faith — that martyr goes directly to Heaven.

QUESTION: For those individuals who are not able to attend a formal Arabic instructional class and elect to do self-studies in Arabic, what advice can you give them to help them gain mastery of the language? — Newport News, Va.

IMAM: If they have an Islamic Studies program at their local masjid, they should try as much as possible to attend the classes and apply themselves so that they will get the benefit given in those classes. They have to study they have to make an effort to memorize the assignments they are given and do whatever is necessary for them to get the lessons.

I figure that a person should at least find a couple of hours out of each week to devote to Islamic Studies. Every Muslim is required to study their religion, and every Muslim should find at least two hours a week to devote to the study of Islamic literature and Islamic teaching.

The Islamic Studies program at most of the major community centers now is good. We have one here in Chicago, they have one in Detroit and one in New York. Los Angeles has had a very excellent program for some years now, with Sheikh Shuaib heading that Islamic Studies Department.

Teachers at the centers were given to us free of charge from overseas. We don't have to pay for their lodging, for their expenses here; they are here as a financial assistance - - aid to us from Saudi Arabia for our Department of Education.

Sheikh Ben Baud himself has been responsible for Sheikh Shuaib of Los Angeles and other teachers coming here, and Rabita also has been responsible for teachers coming here.

Recently, we received a teacher from Saudi Arabia, who is a Haitian and he has been assigned to Cleveland, Ohio. For the first time now. they will have a qualified person in Cleveland to assist the Imam there with Islamic Studies.

The first advice is to take advantage of the Islamic Studies program they have in their local areas. Consult the Resident Imam there and see if he can give them any additional assistance they might require.

If there is no local Islamic Studies program, see if the Imam can assist them in their personal studies.
