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(NOTE: The following interview by Nathaniel Omar with Imam W. Deen Mohammed was conducted at the Office of Muslim Journal on Sat., Aug. 25, 2001.)

Imam Mohammed: Until the sacrifice, those 10 days? I would say that we shouldn't be so quick to want to go to bed, because many times during the day, there's opportunity to take naps to sleep a little bit. So if you are in a good situation with informed Muslims and pious people who love G-d... By pious, I mean it's obvious to you that they love G-d and they love His Messenger Muhammed (PBUH), and they love believers, and they love

Islam, the Qur'an, the religion.

If you are in such circumstances or such environment, my advice is don't be quick to leave those people and go to bed. I benefited more by being in association with genuine Muslims who could offer something to me, in an exchange with them or a conversation with them.

You can even pick up a little Arabic. You are hearing it so you pick up a little Arabic too. I learned to make my way around just by making Umra quite often and on the Hajj time, just by mixing with people and having exchanges with them.

Then if you don't do that, spend your night in prayer when you are not sleeping. Spend your night in prayers, in Du'a. Do that anyway. Take part of the night to make Du'as for not only Muslims at home but you should remember home first. Then make Du'as for all and include in those du'as to Allah prayers for all Muslims on this earth, all around the world: Palestinians and all the suffering Muslims all around the world.

Q: Now we want to talk about eating on Hajj. Where will we get food? Also fasting on Hajj. What are the rules on fasting on Hajj?

Imam Mohammed: Fasting on Hajj should not be, unless it is the Tradition of the Prophet. And even then I would suggest that you be very cautious fasting on the Hajj. I can't recall but it seems like way back in the depth of my mind there might be some recollection of the Prophet (PBUH) fasting one day on the Hajj, but I'm not sure of that. I can't say. But only during the daylight hours, like you fast in Ramadan — if you fast. But I would strongly suggest that you don't fast on Hajj. 
You need to take water often, good water, pure water and you need to eat as you would normally eat at home. Because your body is being tested. Your body is going up against a lot, just having your body in a completely new physical or geographic environment. The land is different, everything is different, the scenery is different.

All that is notably taxing your mind and spirit, but it has an effect also on your physical body. So they shouldn't fast in my opinion. They should take care of themselves, because the general won't tell the poor soldier to fast. It's almost like being in the Army.

Q: Now we have been told that some people in the Holy Precincts are there to commit crimes. What methods can be used to avoid becoming a victim of theft or loss of funds or being swindled?

Imam Mohammed: Now there are thieves who will steal even from those who are protecting the senior citizens. So be aware that everybody there are not there for the Hajj — they are there to rob people. Some of them come just to catch something neglected or to slit your moneybag and let it drop off in their hands. You won't know you lost it, until you get where you're going and look at your dress or feel your dress. So there are experts who know how to do those things.

I was told this in 1967. Now this is a long time after 1967 and the people have become much more corrupt all over the world than they were back then. So you should be very careful.

The Saudis now are very hard on criminals. Very hard! Saudi Arabia has gotten a reputation of being very hard on criminals, and the reputation when I was there I wasn't aware of this, I knew some of their laws, Islamic laws, but I didn't see those laws applied to persons who were coming in to Saudi Arabia.

Persons coming into Saudi Arabia with drugs, to steal, face some serious, serious justice there. I would advise them to be very careful. I wouldn't even want to see a criminal lose a hand or lose their life. So I'm speaking now with compassion for the criminal. If you are going there for that reason from our community, be careful! The law is very severe. And they don't play at all: Swift and very severe.

Q: Now there will be a large number of Muslims from this community, the Muslim American Society, joining you for this Hajj. One thousand or more. You must feel blessed to have such a large delegation. Tell us what this Hajj means to you, now that you're taking your own community with you.

Imam Mohammed: Well, I asked for 2,000, you know. But many went last year, so we may not get but a thousand, if we get that this year. Then who knows, except Allah. We could be surprised and late comers might come and we could get 2,000 this year. I don't know. Everything is with G-d.

You said I must feel like a very blessed man. I am. But you all should feel that even stronger than I do. You are a very blessed people to have the son of the Hon. Elijah Muhammad taking you to Hajj.

Q: Al Hamdulillah. Now you did take a large number of Muslims before. Can we talk about that Hajj?

Imam Mohammed: Yes. This was some years ago. In fact, it was a few years after I became leader. We made our first Hajj and we had a delegation of three hundred. And that number was increased because Bro. Jabir Muhammad at that time was

still enjoying having a pretty good income because of Muhammad Ali. He was managing Muhammad Ali, the greatest boxer who ever stepped into the ring.

So Jabir paid for a big number of our senior citizens to go on that Hajj. It was a great Hajj. I saw a picture recently of myself during that Hajj. The Saudis had given me their garb, and I had on their dress. I was dressed like a Prince in their robe, and the brothers from my security and other brothers in our community were all around me.

Now that really touched me. Now that was some experience. I'll tell you how I felt. I felt firstly grateful to Allah that these people so far away from the real picture of international Islam were with me. Elijah Muhammad's son, my mother's son Wallace, with those big numbers and good people.

We were the best, and we're still the best- Good, sincere, loving people, loving Allah and loving one another and just loving to do what Allah said we were supposed to do, whether we understood it or not. So I was very touched by that. And I was there not as an individual, I was there as a representative of the whole community that we inherited.

Q: Now Brother Imam, these are all my questions. You might want to have some closing comments to wrap it up.

Imam Mohammed: For Hajj, yes, I will mention again that it's absolutely necessary that we have our local representatives give us a description of just what we are to expect when we make Hajj. Give us all the important details and mostly let us know that it's difficult. It's not a vacation.

Q: Thank you very much Brother Imam. Praise be to Allah. It's a beautiful sermon.

